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doubt that the conditions of our moral trial tend towards
good, and not towards evil; that human nature, even in
its fallen state, bears traces of the image of its Maker, and
is fitted to be an instrument in His moral government.
. And we believe this, notwithstanding the existence of pas-
sions and appetites which, isolated and uncontrolled,
appear to lead in an opposite direction. Is it then more
reasonable to deny that a system of revealed religion,
whose unquestionable tendency as a whole is to promote
the glory of G-od and the welfare of mankind, can have
proceeded from the same Author, merely because we may
be unable to detect the same character in some of its
.minuter features, viewed apart from the system to which
they belong?"*

Surely this is very different from de-
nouncing all reasoning from human goodness
to Divine as " illicit." To take a parallel case.
The manufacture of gunpowder is a dangerous
process, and, if carried on without due pre-
cautions, is very likely to lead to disastrous

* Bampton Lectures, p. 166, Fourth Edition.
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